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ESA Global Development Assistance Receives 2025 Group on Earth 

Observations Sustainable Development Goal Award 
 

ROME, Italy - The Group on Earth Observations and the Earth Observations for Sustainable 
Development Goals (EO4SDG) Initiative announced the winners of the 2025 GEO SDG Awards at 
GEO Global Forum 2025. The European Space Agency’s Global Development Assistance 
programme receives the Collaboration Award recognizing the productivity, innovation, novelty 
and exemplary efforts in the use of Earth observations to support sustainable development. 
Launched in 2019, this annual award is presented to those making an impact on the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
Set by the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, these 17 goals provide a 
universal set of priorities to use as a blueprint of action for people, the planet, and prosperity. 
Earth observations, geospatial data, and the information they provide play insightful roles in 
monitoring targets, tracking progress, as well as helping nations and stakeholders make 
informed decisions toward achieving the SDGs. The annual GEO SDG Awards celebrates 
progress toward managing or achieving an "SDG Target" and/or producing an "SDG Indicator'' 
through Earth observations.  

About ESA GDA: ESA’s Global Development Assistance (GDA) programme is a global partnership 
designed to accelerate impact by leveraging the power and mainstreaming the use of satellite 
Earth observation (EO) in international development assistance. GDA supports developing 
countries in using EO data for evidence-based policymaking, investment planning, and project 
monitoring. Through a cooperation framework with key International Financial Institutions (IFIs) 
such as the World Bank, Asian Development Bank (ADB), Inter-American Development Bank 
(IDB), and IFAD, ESA’s GDA brings together expertise from the space and development sectors. 
This collaborative model ensures a demand- and impact-driven approach, where EO services are 
co-designed with end users, embedded in development workflows, and scaled through 
development finance processes.  

ESA’s GDA works with a network of more than 80 European technical partners and supports 
capacity building to foster long-term adoption and ownership in partner countries. GDA delivers 
tailored, operational EO services across 12 thematic domains. As of April 2025, it supports over 
100 project engagements in 75 developing countries and has mobilised more than €100 million 
from ESA and development finance partners to scale the use of EO in development operations. 

https://eo4sdg.org/
https://eo4sdg.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld


By integrating EO into planning, monitoring, and evaluation, ESA’s GDA enhances the 
effectiveness, transparency, and long-term impact of development interventions. 

The awards include sectoral and special award categories. Sectoral awards focus on the type of 
organization and the nature of their work. Special awards recognize specific key tenets and 
objectives the awards are intended to highlight including innovation, statistical-geospatial 
integration, testimonial/story and collaboration. 
 
About GEO: the Group on Earth Observations is a unique global network of international 
experts designed to build connections, identify gaps, share best practices and reduce 
duplication of effort in sustainable development and sound environmental management. 
 
About EO4SDG: EO4SDG serves a fundamental role to advance global knowledge about 
effective ways that Earth observations and geospatial information can support the SDGs.  
Website: https://eo4sdg.org – Instagram: @eo4sdg – Twitter: https://twitter.com/EO4SDG 
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